











Rising food prices

An eminent group of Australians with
international experience in agriculture
and development have formed a
national taskforce on rising world
food prices and food shortages. The
group will look at causes and impacts
of the crisis and identify policy options
for governments. The Parliamentary
Secretary for International Development
Assistance, Bob McMullan, has
welcomed the initiative.

While the taskforce, which is
arranged by the non-government ATSE
Crawford Fund, will work closely with
government agencies, its views and
recommendations will be formulated
independently.

Leader of the taskforce, Jim Ingram,
AOQ, a former head of AusAID and
Executive Director of the World Food
Programme, says, ‘In particular, we
will seek to identify how development
assistance programs can encourage
increased productivity of agricultural
land in developing countries, remove
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specific constraints to the growth
in food production, and what role
Australia may play in these efforts.’
The formation of the taskforce
follows record food and grain prices,
the rush to develop biofuels, and social
tensions caused by the widening gap
between rural and urban populations
in Asia and Africa.

The ATSE Crawford Fund is a non-government
organisation that works to raise awareness

of the benefits to developing countries and

to Australia from international agricultural
research and development. It is named

after Sir John Crawford, a key architect of
Australia’s post-war growth and a passionate
supporter of agricultural research.

For more information about the scope of
the taskforce and its members see
<www.crawfordfund.org>

ABOVE: Papua New Guinea. Mount Hagen
Market, recently refurbished by AusAID,
draws vegetable buyers and sellers from
far and wide. Photo: AusAID
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GLOBAL EDUCATION

What's global
education?

AusAlID’s global education program is
helping Australian school students to
understand international issues and the
importance of development assistance
in reducing poverty. It operates through
the formal education system and fits
well with a cross-curricular approach.
Global education is interested in:

> international development issues
and ways to reduce poverty

> peace-building and resolving
conflict

> valuing different cultures,
languages and religions

> human rights and social justice,
and

> working towards environmental
sustainability.

‘The program is
about helping
teachers to teach
with a global
perspective so
students can adapt
to an increasingly
globalised world,’
says Arthur Burch,
AusAlD’s Global
Education Manager.
‘Our aim is to help
young people
become responsible
citizens of the world
ready and willing to
shape better futures.’

Resources

Global Perspectives: A framework for
global education in Australian schools
This renamed and revised edition of
Global Perspectives: A statement on
global education for Australian schools
offers teachers a concise, practical and
philosophical guide to teaching with a
global perspective in the classroom.

Global Perspectives

A framework for global education
in Australian schools

A teaching resource for primary teachers
for the International Year of Sanitation

The International Year
of Sanitation 2008 logo
represents two sides of
basic sanitation — hand
washing and toilets.

Lifting the Lid: A teaching resource for
primary teachers for the International Year
of Sanitation
This A4 48-page booklet provides
teachers with ideas and activities to
help students understand that adequate
sanitation and good hygiene are about
human dignity, health and keeping
preventable diseases at bay.

Almost half the total population
of developing countries does not have
access to the most basic of human
necessities — a toilet. That’s one third
of the entire population of the world.
As a result, millions of people suffer
from a wide range of debilitating
ilinesses, such as diarrhoea, which
claim thousands of lives every day,
particularly in the under fives.

How to order copies

Email <books@ausaid.gov.au>

Teachers interested in professional
development go to the ‘PD providers’ tab
at <www.globaleducation.edna.edu.au>

www.globaleducation.edna.edu.au
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Focus is published by the Australian Agency
for International Development (AusAID). It
aims to increase community awareness and
understanding of the Australian Government’s
overseas aid program, which is managed

by AusAID.

The views expressed are not necessarily those
of AusAID or the Australian Government.
Articles and photographs may be reproduced
with permission from the Editor.
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